A Brief History of
  Olympia Little Theatre
On May 25, 1939, the one-act play “One Fine Day” was presented at the home of Ian and Helen Christopher.  This was the first production by the group of theater enthusiasts who would eventually become Olympia Little Theatre (OLT).

At 3:00 p.m., on October 10, 1939, Olympia Little Theatre was incorporated as a non-profit organization.  At 8:25 p.m., the fledging theater company put on its first public performance at the Hotel Governor in downtown Olympia:  two one-act plays, “Suppressed Desires” and “One Fine Day”. 

The second OLT production took place on November 11, 1939.  Members of OLT performed in the Thanksgiving Pageant of the Washington State Golden Jubilee celebration at Stevens Field in Olympia.  This also marks the first – and only – outdoor performance for the theater company.

“A Pair of Lunatics in Kornz-a-poppin’” was the last OLT production before Pearl Harbor.  Members of OLT performed this one-act comedy for the PTA at Olympia High School on November 11, 1939.

The theater was dark from late 1941 until the spring of 1948.

The first postwar performance for OLT was the courtroom drama, “The Night of January Sixteenth” by Ayn Rand.  The production ran for one weekend (April 6-8, 1948) at the Thurston County Courthouse.  Almost 20 years later (in 1967), OLT returned to the Courthouse with a production of Herman Wouk’s, “The Caine Mutiny Court Martial”.

OLT’s 50th production was Agatha Christie’s, “The Mousetrap”, which opened on December 6, 1960 at the Olympia Community Center.  It ran for three performances.

On March 1, 1968, “Suds in Your Eyes” became the first play to be performed in our current home:  1925 Miller Ave NE, Olympia.  It was the first OLT production to run for six performances over two weekends.  The play featured a cast of 21, including current members:  Virgene Bigelow, Tom Howdeshell, and Bob Walker.

OLT’s 100th and 200th productions were both Woody Allan’s comedy of travel, “Don’t Drink the Water”, in 1971 and 1988 respectively.  Between these two was OLT’s first musical, “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown”, in the summer of 1981.

The thriller, “Angel Street”, is the most-produced play in OLT’s history with four productions in 1952, 1962, 1987, and 2005.  
The opening production of the 2006-2007 Season, “Steel Magnolias”, will be Olympia Little Theatre’s 294th production in 67 years of community theater.  This play also opened the 1990-1991 Season and kicked off the 13-performance production run.  “Marriage is Murder” and “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” are making their OLT debuts this season.  “It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play” and “When the World was Green” will be Northwest premieres.  
In June 2007, OLT celebrated its 300th production with Richard Greenberg’s Tony Award-winning play, “Take Me Out”.
